
What is Perimeter?
Perimeter is the distance around the outside of a shape. For example, 
if you walk the distance around the edge of a playground, you are 
walking its perimeter.

Units
We write perimeter in the units we use to measure the shape. For 
example, if we measure in centimeters, we write the answer in 
centimeters. If we measure in miles, we write the answer in miles.

Rectangles
In a rectangle the opposite sides have equal lengths. If we add all four 
of the sides together we can calculate the perimeter.

● Perimeter = 8 + 8 + 6 + 6

● Perimeter = 28 feet
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What Is the Main Idea?
Sharon listened to her teacher read a book. When her teacher 
finished, she asked Sharon to tell her the main idea of the story. 
Sharon didn't have a clue. Do you know what 'main idea' means?

Authors have a message for readers in every passage or story. The 
main idea is the most important point of the message the author 
wants to share. Figuring out that main point helps us better 
understand what we read. The main idea can usually be stated in a 
few words or a sentence, and the other information in a passage 
explains the main idea. These are known as details.
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Read the passage.  Answer the questions below.

What is the main idea of “The Desert”?

Give at least two details that support the main idea.
1.

2.
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What is the main idea of “Titanic”?

Which of these statements supports the main idea?

a. However, no one on that ship was on the radio 
because it was so late.

b. Now, ships are required to have enough lifeboats for 
all passengers onboard.

What would be another good title for this passage?
a. Cruisin’ Ships c.  Safety on Ships
b. All Aboard d.  People of the Titanic
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Choose a “just right” book to 
read.  Read for 20-30 minutes.  

After reading, fill out the 
reading response below:
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Read the article from Scholastic News 
called “Nothing Can Stop Her” found on the 
next two pages.  After reading, respond to 

the questions below:

Imagine that you have the opportunity to 
interview Jordan Reeves.  Write down 5 

questions you have for her:
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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